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The Hon. Kevin Rudd
Prime Minister of Australia.
 

Dear Mr. Rudd,
 

The Muslim Business Network fully supports your intentions of curbing binge drinking and other abuses of alcohol.
It is a fact that more than half of the road accident fatalities are associated with drink driving and far too often alcohol is used as an excuse for a host of irresponsible behaviour. The abuse of alcohol is also associated with health problems which not only reduces productivity in the workplace but puts an added burden on our health system. 30% of people with psychotic disorders have a medical history of alcohol abuse or alcohol dependency (Australia’s Health 2004, AIHW). An estimated $52m was spent in public hospitals on alcohol or drug use and disorders in Australia 2001-02 (AIHW National Hospital Morbidity Database, 2004) 
 

Statistics show that 41% drink on a weekly basis and 9 % on a daily basis and 34% on a less than weekly basis in Australia. 35% have consumed alcohol in a way that has put themselves at increased risk of alcohol related harm
 

The net government revenue associated with alcohol increased from $2.5billion in 1996-1997 to $3.3billion in 2003-2004. According to Associate Professor Gordian Fulde from Sydney's St.Vincent Hospital, Australia has a massive alcohol drinking problem. "It's our culture, our society accepts it and in some ways society encourages it." One in eight Australians drink at dangerous levels. The effects on long-term health are likely to be catastrophic. 
Doctors are warning of a surge in chronic diseases such as cirrhosis of the liver and cancers as well as brain disorders in the next 20 years. On average about 10 Australians die every day as a result of alcohol consumption. It is a health calamity that affects the lives of so many. Suicide is the greatest cause of death among intoxicated men, while many women die of liver cirrhosis or strokes. 
"The thing that is very scary is that females - especially young females - have now adopted and may be even improving on male drinking habits," according to Gordian Fulde. "Alcohol is a poison. It rots your brain. It is just absolute social suicide,"  
The Muslim Business Network wishes to highlight the dangers of alcohol abuse and to support any endeavours to curb the use and abuse of this intoxicant. We need to act now by educating the public and highlighting the harmful effects of alcohol, by refusing sponsorship for sporting and other events from companies involved with the liquor trade, by prohibiting the advertising of alcohol in newspapers, television, bill boards etc.
We commend you and your parliamentary colleagues in addressing the issue of alcohol abuse.
Yours sincerely,

Dr. Mahomed Hanief Khatree  
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